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NOTES AND NEWS. 

The spring meeting of the Philadelphia Section of the Asso- 
ciation of Teachers of Mathematics was held on April 17. In- 
teresting papers were read by Professor Bateman, of Bryn 
Mawr College, on " The Work of an English Mathematical 
Student," and by Dr. R. L. Moore, of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, on "The Axioms of Geometry." The discussion on the 
latter was opened by Dr. Durell, of the Laurenceville School, 
and Dr. Rorer, of the William Penn High School. 

The following officers for the ensuing year were elected: 
President, Professor Maurice J. Babb, University of Pennsyl- 
vania; Vice-President, Dr. Fletcher Durell, the Laurenceville 
School; Secretary, Elizabeth B. Alb'recht, Philadelphia High 
School for Girls; Members of the Executive Committee, Pro- 
fessor C. L. Thornburg, Lehigh University, Mrs. Katherine D. 
Brown, Drexel Institute. 

The Eighteenth Meeting. 

The eighteenth meeting of the Association was held in Lyman 
Hall, Syracuse University, on Saturday, April 6, 191 2. In the 
absence of Dr. Schwatt on account of illness. Dr. Metzler was 
asked to take the chair. The general subject of the meeting 
was the mathematical curriculum of the elementary school. 
The program of the morning was 

1. /UDRESS: 

William H. Metzlek, Dean of the Graduate School, Syracuse 
University. 

2. What should comprise the subject matter of the Arithmetic in the 

Elementary Schools and in what grades should formal Arithmetic 
be taught? 
Speakers r 

H. J. WiGHTMAN, Superintendent of Schools, Lower Merion School 

District, Ardmore, Pa. 

Elmer E. Arnold, State Inspector of Schools, Albany, N. Y. 

3. What minimum of practical applications should be included in a 

course in Arithmetic? 

What additional applications should be included for purposes of 

mental decipline? 

175 



176 NEW BOOKS. 

Speakers : 

C. R. DooLEY, in charge of the Educational Work of the Westing- 
house Electric & Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Louis L. Park, Superintendent of Apprentices, American Locomo- 
tive Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 
William Reed, National City Bank of New York. 

After the morning session luncheon was served to those pres- 
ent by the University. 
The programme for the afternoon was as follows : 

4. Miscellaneous Business. 

5. In what operations in Arithmetic ought a pupil to be required to 

understand the reasons for the steps taken? 
In what operations should such a requirement be postponed to a 
maturer age? 
Speakers : 
Arthur M. Curtis, State Normal School, Oneonta, N. Y. 
Miss M. Elsie Davis, City Teachers' Training School, Bu£Falo, 
N. Y. 

6. Should Algebra be taught in the Elementary Schools? If so, in what 

grades, and what should be the character of the work? 
Should Geometry be taught in the Elementary Schools? If so, in 
what grades, and to what extent? 
Speakers : 

D. J. Kelly, Superintendent of Schools, Rome, N. Y. 
William F. Long, Central High School, i .ttsburgh. Pa. 

By all those present the meeting was considered to be as 
good a one as we have ever had. Those not present at the meet- 
ing, though they will have the papers in The Teacher, missed 
a good deal of the finest enthusiasm. When such sentiments as 
" We need the data-finding problems to develop initiative," " The 
average pupil is a myth," "Arithmetic exists for the problems 
not the problems for arithmetic," etc., are the sentiments of 
earnest speakers then surely enthusiasm abounded. 

H. T. Hart, 

Secretary. 



